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Unemployment Rate Improves; Employment Adds Jobs Back for Third Month 
Straight in July 

 

CARSON CITY, NV - According to the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and 
Rehabilitation’s (DETR) July 2020 economic report, employment in Nevada realized an increase of 
14,800 jobs over the month and saw a decrease of -138,700 jobs since July 2019, or -9.8%. The total 
employment level in the State is 1,281,100. The state’s unemployment rate is 14% this month, down 
1.2 percentage point from June but up 10.1 percentage point when compared to July 2019. 

“I am encouraged Nevada is continuing to recover the jobs lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
some people are able to return to work. We still have a long way to  go,” Acting Director Elisa 
Cafferata said.  

DETR’s report also notes that Nevada’s Unemployment Insurance (UI) claims increased by 18,839 
claims over the month and 56,826 over the year, or 39.4%  and 575.6% respectively. The 12-month 
average level of initial claims continues to trend below 10,000. 
 
“Nevada has added jobs for the third straight month in July, though at a slower pace than in previous 
months. Employment ticked up across most industries with professional & business services and 
education and health services adding the most jobs. The number of unemployed remains high but 
continues to improve. July’s data reflects a period of slower growth following the significant re-
openings that took place in May and June. The challenges posed by the pandemic continue to weigh 
on the labor market, and the response to COVID-19 by businesses and the public continues to evolve. 
As the public health situation continues to develop, we will see corresponding impacts in employment 
and unemployment in the months ahead, ” said David Schmidt, Chief Economist for DETR. 
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Additional July Economic Report Highlights: 

o Nevada jobs up by (+1.2%), US up by (+1.3%) from June to July. 
o Professional and business services added the most jobs (+3,900) over the month. 
o Leisure and hospitality (-15.9%) and other services (-16.6%) are down the most since the same 

time last year. 
o The unemployment rate in Nevada is higher than the national rate in July and is at 14% on a 

seasonally adjusted basis and 14.2% on an unadjusted basis; the national rate is 10.2% adjusted 
and 10.5% unadjusted. 

—###— 

ABOUT THE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS BUREAU: 

The Research and Analysis Bureau is Nevada’s premier source for labor market information. A part of 
DETR, the Bureau is responsible for creating, analyzing, and reporting Nevada’s labor market information, 
in cooperation with the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

Visit us http://www.nevadaworkforce.com and Follow us on Twitter: 
http://www.twitter.com/NVlabormarket 

http://www.nevadaworkforce.com/
http://www.twitter.com/NVlabormarket
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Nevada Statewide Labor Market Overview 
July 2020 

Published on August 19, 2020 

In this release, we provide updates on our primary employment, unemployment, and unemployment insurance 
programs. This month’s report continues to show the impact of COVID-19 on Nevada’s labor market. In July, 
Nevada continues to experience job growth and a reduction in unemployment as the economy recovers. While 
almost half of the employment lost was recovered in June, jobs were added back at a much slower rate this 
month. Although most businesses are now allowed to reopen, significant hurdles such as social distancing 
restrictions, continued business closures of bars and entertainment/sporting events, and financial losses from 
the last several months will limit the pace of our recovery going forward.  

Employment growth was reflected in the unemployment rate which improved slightly in July. The number of 
people filing for unemployment insurance, both regular and PUA benefits, continues to decline as layoffs 
subside. However, job losses remain extremely elevated, far above their pre-pandemic level, leaving plenty of 
work to do for the job market to get back to normal. While the labor market continues to recover, there still is 
a long road ahead for a full recovery. 

Information on how to file an unemployment insurance or pandemic unemployment assistance claim, where to 
get updates from DETR, or what other services are available from the department can be found at the end of 
this write-up. Additional labor market information can be found on our website (http://nevadaworkforce.com/). 

Current Employment Statistics (CES) 

Estimates for this section come from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program sponsored by the Bureau 
of Labor statistics (BLS). Total nonfarm employment realized a increase, increase of 1,763,000, 14,800 jobs from 
June to July, a growth rate of 1.3%, 1.2%. Since July 2019 total nonfarm employment saw a decrease, decrease 
of -11,578,000, -138,700 jobs, or -7.7%, -9.8%. The largest employment increases in July, occurred in 
trade/transportation/utilities, professional and business services and education and health services. 

For more information visit our CES Page, see the summary tables at the end of the document, or check out our 
dashboards for a CES summary or industry estimates. 

More summary information on Nevada’s Labor Market and the U.S. Labor Market. 

http://nevadaworkforce.com/
http://nevadaworkforce.com/CES
https://www.bls.gov/ces
http://nevadaworkforce.com/CES
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/CES-Dashboard.html?%3E%3Cspan%20id=
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/CES-Industry-Dashboard.html?
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Labor%20Market%20Overview/Nevada-Economic-Summary.html?ver=2020-08-13-104028-387
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Labor


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 

Figures for our unemployment estimates come from the Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) program 
sponsored by the (BLS). The state’s unemployment rate is 14% percent this month, down -1.2 percentage point 
from June and up 10.1 percentage point when compared to July 2019. Unemployment totaled 208,450, down -
18,976 from June and up 148,265 from July 2019. 

Visit our LAUS page for more information, see the summary tables for industry summaries by area, or check out 
our dashboard for a look at each area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nevadaworkforce.com/LAUS
https://www.bls.gov/lau/
http://nevadaworkforce.com/LAUS
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/LAUS-Dashboard.html?


Unemployment Insurance Benefits (UI) 

In July, 66,698 initial claims for regular unemployment insurance were filed in the State of Nevada, an increase 
of 18,839 claims, or 39.4 percent, from a month ago. In addition to the continued economic impacts caused by 
the Coronavirus pandemic, July’s increase follows a second round of mandated business closures in some 
Nevada counties. Through July, over 625,000 regular initial claims have been filed in the state, nearly equivalent 
to the number of initial claims filed for all months from 2015 to 2019 (669,010). 

Looking into specific unemployment insurance activity measures, Nevada saw a large increase in the number of 
final payments, also known as exhaustions, in the month. Over 12,000 claimants used all their available regular 
benefits in July, more than double the number seen in June. This is first large nominal month-over-month 
increase Nevada has seen, but the state is expected to see even higher exhaustion levels in the months to come. 
The number of weeks claimed in the month increased by nearly 70,000 (5.6%), following the trend seen with 
initial claims. The amount of benefits paid in the month remained steady at $436 million. 

http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Unemployment-Insurance


 

Nevada’s Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund, which once stood at $2 billion earlier this year, held a balance 
of $444.8 million for the week ending August 8th. With current weekly benefit payments averaging over $100 
million per week and little indication that the state will see significant economic improvement in the near-team, 
it is likely that the Trust Fund will begin borrowing funds some time in September. As of August 12, ten states 
have already needed to borrow from the federal government to support benefit payments, with another eight 
having advanced authorization to borrow in August. 

 

 

 

 



Nevada Unemployment Services Available 

DETR serves all Nevada citizens by being the State’s lead workforce development agency. DETR consists of 
divisions that offer workforce related services, job placement and training, services for people with disabilities, 
investigation of claims of discrimination, unemployment insurance benefits, and labor market data. 

For current updates from the department and to find resources available, please visit: 

https://detr.nv.gov/coronavirus. 

To file an unemployment insurance claim or for additional information, please visit http://ui.nv.gov/ 

To file a claim for PUA or for more information, please visit: 

https://detr.nv.gov/pua 

Additionally, a document that summarizes of all DETR services has been added to our website at 
http://nevadaworkforce.com/. 

Prepared by the Research and Analysis Bureau with contributions from: Alex Capello, Jason Gortari, Jeremey 
Hays, Michael La Rue, Dionny McDonnell, Christopher Robison, Dave Schmidt, Marianne Segurson, and Tim 
Wilcox. 

Special thanks to all the R and RStudio developers that built the packages to make this possible. Packages used 
in this report include tidyverse, viridis, ggthemes, scales, data.table, RcppRoll, plotly, patchwork, reshape2, knitr, 
ggforce, DT, and gt. 

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 
Training Administration. The product was created by the recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked 
sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, 
adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it. 
Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. 
All other uses require the prior authorization of the copyright owner. 

  

https://detr.nv.gov/coronavirus
http://ui.nv.gov/
https://detr.nv.gov/pua
http://nevadaworkforce.com/


CES Summary Tables 

Seasonally adjusted estimates are used to show underlying economic trends by accounting for regularly seen 
seasonal patterns, and the result is smoother estimates. They are found by taking the difference of the 
unadjusted estimate and the expected seasonal movement. 

 

  



  



 



LAUS Summary Tables 
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